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January 5 
Thirkell, Angela NORTHBRIDGE RECTORY Knopf 


The simple annals, artfully told, of Northbridge during a war winter, 
From the Rector and his wife, to the officers billeted on them, and the backstairs 
romance and mixup, to the various friends, neighbors and acquaintances whose activ- 
ities and relationships provide Thirkellian humor for the reader. There are tea 
parties, lunches, A.R.P., shelters, influenza, sirens, all clears, rations, priva- 
tions, evacuees and refug2es. There is Miss Pemberton and her selfish, selfless de- 
votion to her lodger, Mr. Downing, a scholar who succumbs to the soft world of Mrs. 
Turner and her two nieces, but who is brought to his senses in time} Father Fewling 
and his troubles with lady parishoners; Mrs. Paxon, the indefatigable; Mrs. and Miss 
Dunford; the Misses Talbot, Miss Hopgood and Miss Crowder and their malapropisms; 
Holden and his idealization of the Rector‘s wife and her annoyance with him; Major 
Spender and his impossible wife - all are blended into well bred comedy spiced with 
sharp observation and quiet, pointed humor. $2,50 


January 22 
Buck, Pearl S. DRAGON SEED John Day 


* A full, rich canvas, with the quality and spirit of The Good Earth - it 
would seem almost impossible quite to recapture the freshness, the beauty, the eternal 
verities of that modern classic. This is again a story of peasant farmers, to whom 
the family and the earth are most of life. Of the outside world they know nothing; 
war is a distant and unwanted thing, and they scarcely notice the threats and rum— 
blings around them. When war comes, from the sky, when their neighboring city is 
wrecked, their neighbors killed, their homes destroyed, their women ravished, they 
crawl out of their holes again, take up their way of life, combine to cheat the 
enemy, and seek wives to replenish their number. This is the broad outline - into 
this is fitted the story of one family, and how they molded their ways of life and 
thought to the demands of the new world. But yet more is it the story of a people 
strong in their traditions, in their determination to carry on the fight within the 
lines ~ to the light at the end of the long dark tunnel. The spirit of China at war 
is symbolized in the whole of the tale. $2, 50 


A Fair Start with Good Bets for the New Year 


Phil Stong's THE IRON MOUNTAIN (F & R), not tops, but good entertainment; rentals for 
Warwick Deeping, CORN IN EGYPT (Knopf); originality for MR. LIMPET, by Theodore Pratt 
(also Knopf); a dark horse possibility in SEVEN FOR CORDELIA by Catherine MacLean 
(Macmillan); a new Groseclose, THE FIREDRAKE (Lippincott); a beguiling bit of child- 
hood in OUR MISS BOO, by Margaret Runbeck (Appleton-Century); and a new Rumer Goden, 
BREAKFAST WITH THE NIKOLIDES (Little, Brown). See below for reports. 
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January 2 a 


Stong, Phil THE IRON MOUNTAIN Farrar & Rinehart 





An utterly new vein for Phil Stong- belonging neither with his Iowa farm 
scenes nor with his Hollywood bait. Nothing of frontier Americana either, in the con- 
ventional sense, but very real Americana in the making, in a sense all its own. For 
here is a vigorous story of a mining town in the Missabe Iron Range, when the inac- 
tivity of winter setting in stirs men's blood for trouble. In this particular winter 
when the scene is set — there is sure to be good natured bickering, expensive drink- 
ing, some woman trouble. But it takes Ekaterine, Latvian Venus, to set the match to 
the fuse. Formerly a lady's maid in sundry continental capitals, she comes to visit 
her Aunt Marta, who runs a popular boarding house. [Lucia, lovely Italian maid, had 
been queen of the mountain and Ekaterine gracefully accepts her as a competitor. | 
Not so the men - it is war to the death, literally, and the Captain finds he had bet- 
ter marry Ekaterine so that she can continue to please his palate, his eye, and his 
heart. The finale is unconvincing, the dialogue which composes the bulk of the text 
is riddled with Scandinavian and Balkan variants on English as she is spoken ~ but 


the lasting impression of the mining community life is real. $2.50 
January 9 
b 
Freeman, Martin BITTER HONEY Macmillan 


A simple directness marks this story of eleven year old David's experi- 
ences with family, friends, work and play. There is his sharp-tongued, troublemaking 
grandmother, his chores, school and extra curricular activities, the measles, his 
sister's elopment with the son of the saloon keeper, smoking a pipe and the results, 
killing birds, the arrival of a baby sister, his conversion and backsliding, his 
friendship with girls from Chicago, his working at weeding onions for money, his 
sword's points with the adult world and the constant flux in his association with his 
own age group...and finally his pneumonia which reunites his runaway sister to the 
family. It is a picture of the volatile nature of the young, of childish apery, of 


youthful worries, conscience, and unsolicited trials. Nice job of tartness and un- 


sentimentality. $2.50 


Wheatley, Dennis THE SCARLET. IMPOSTOR Macmillan 


Plus sale for this in mystery, adventure section, though the story is 
more fully developed than the average of its ilk. International spy story, with all 
the ingredients blended with high flavor. An Englishman, eager to serve his coun- 
try, sets out to run down facts and names connected with the anit-Nazi activities 
inside the country. He goes from one hairbreath adventure to a worse one; death 
stalks his path, as each fresh contact is cut off, too soon; he muffs it more often 
than not, and across the checkered path beckons romance and mystery. Good melodrama, 
but less adoit than some in Wheatley's record. The scene shifts from England to 
Germany to Holland, France, and England again. Philosophical passages trite. $2.50 


January 9 
D'Agostino, Guido HILLS BEYOND MANHATTAN Doubleday, Doran 


The different elements at odds in this seemingly uncomplex story of a 
wealthy New York business man, with an ambitious wife, in his attempt to be the in- 
dividualist in the midst of a community of which he refuses to be a part, make this 
a many faceted story. One gets the impact of the city viewpoint on the rigidity of 
the dyed-in-the wool old residents; one gets the cross-wiring that the war sets up. 
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There are Italians who cannot be wholly American, French who are bitter in resentment 
of what has destroyed their country. One gets the sexual undercurrents as three 
women play the game, each in her own way, for the attentions of the French architect 
working on the rich man's job. But it is a little thing that brings it all into 
focus; will the new hunt club shut out the old rights, or leave a loophcle for them? 
In settling this, several lives come close to crashing, issues are aired, and eventu- 


ally tradition wins against autocracy. An understanding picture of community cross 


currents. $2.50 


January 13 
Hudson, Alex RENDEZVOUS Macmillan 


Three stories of submarine exploits and adventures. Rendezvous, in which 
a submarine refuéls planes in action, after having escaped the enemy before reaching 
its destination, successfully completes its mission and engages destroyers and cruis- 
ers of the enemy to save a plane,crippled in helping the sub. Up Pertscope, of a 
U. S. Naval officer, retired because of his deafness, and taking command of a Chinese 
submarine, having a shattering battle with the Japanese, coming off victor, but unable 
to obtain recognition other than money for his services. North Of Terschelling, the 
hide and seek of a German and an English sub as they try to destroy each other, by 
shooting, patience, manoeuvers, and the big gamble the English commander takes in 
ramming his enemy. Good technical act:2n, in the style of Battle Stations and Enemy 
Sighted. Masculine appeal primarily. $1.75 


January 19 
Deeping, Warwick CORN IN EGYPT Knopf 


The justification of a man's faith in himself and his abilities, as 
Carey, inheriting a small legacy, chucks his job, buys a farm, whose previous owner 
had gone bankrupt and hanged himself. Carey puts his ideals and beliefs to work, 
and with the help of a small Cairn and a sturdy yeoman, Will, becomes successful. 
Then comes the absolutely right girl, daughter of the former owner, whose winning 
is difficult - but a bad accident to Carey's right hand shows him she reciprocates. 
With her as partner, the farm prospers more and more, until his wife is crippled in 
the war. But Carey has built so well that he can plan for both their futures with- 
out fear. Solid Deeping, with hearty virtues, human failings, and the personal 
problems of a man and woman. For the conservative market, particularly those who 
like details of farming. $2.50 


Pratt, Theodore MR, LIMPET Knopf 


A bit of silliness that is light and amusing, wherein Mr. Limpet, ob- 
sessed with the decline of the human race, suddenly turns into a fish with extra- 
ordinary abilities. With his glasses he can see better, with his ability to talk 
and shout he can warn other fish from hooks, etc., and protect himself, but he has 
no companionship until he meets the Ladyfish, to whom he cannot succumb, remembering 
his wife on shore. Then - with the U. S. entering war - Mr. Limpet, after several 
false starts, is able to offer his peculiar services and becomes the notorious 
"secret weapon” of our Navy, nosing ont submarines, protecting convoys, ete. He is 
loaned to England, and repulses rich rewards from Hitler, and with the war's ending, 
makes up his mind between his shore wife and his marine love. Good human touches to 
airy fantasy - entertaining humor. A far cry from Big Blow and Mercy Island, Sa 


py 
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January 20 
MacLean, Catherine Macdonald SEVEN FOR CORDELIA ‘Macmillan 


This is a sometimes touching account of the adjusting of youngsters to 
a strange environment, as seven young, evacuees are brought to Tharrus, whose sym- 
pathetic, loving mistress, Cordelia, untangles all troutles. Wee Rab, dour Jock, 
his older brother - unfortunate, ugly Jockie, three little girls, all from southern, 
industrialized Scotland, and Marguerite, mercurial daughter of an English Colonel, 
turn the farm life upside down. It is Rab's sensitiveness and courage, little Jockie's 
few moments of strange glory, Jock's long thinking care, Marguerite's devotion to Rab, 
that make up the flow of incidents. The farm pets, unexpected dangers, celebrations 
for the holidays, and the gradual breaking up of the group comes along. Unashamed of 
its sentiment in regard to the children, replete with Scots phrases that lend color, 


this is a douce tale probably based on actual experiences. $2.50 
January 26 
Home, Michael ATTACK IN THE DESERT Morrow 


Good masculine adventure, in the P. C. Wren tradition, a very contem- 
porary tale of the hot desert, uncertain natives, Italian outposts, and the English 
fighting army. Brice, T. E. Lawrence replica, master of native ways, disguises, 
ruses, is sent by the English Intelligence to locate a band of rebel natives and 
incite them further against the Italians. He is piloted by young Pullford, who 
still believes his father - missing since the last war - is alive somewhere in the 
desert. The plane crashes, Pullford is taken by an Italian post, Brice engineers 


their escape, months of desert, of intrigue, and eventually back to English head- 
quarters. And Brice never reveals the fact that he is Pullford's long lost father. y. 
$2.50 


Authentic feel -— well paced. 


Januery 28 < |n 


Sroseclose, Elgin THE FIREDRAKE Lippincott 


A very disappointing book, from the author of Ararat and The Persian 
Journey, for what those books lacked in unity of plot, they more than made up in 
beauty of texture and handling. The Firedrake, on the other hand, seems almost ama- 
teurish in style, and the only explanation is that the story might be conceived as 
written in a style conforming to the period and characters around which it is built. 
It purports to be a true story of a novelist of the mid-19th century, the wife of a 
missionary to Persia, who, after thirteen years of self-sacrifice, returns to Boston, 
to give her children a chance at education - and discovers in herself a gift of lang- 
uage and plot which rapidly brings success. This is the story of her extraordinary 


career, and — for this reader at least - it lacked vitality, authenticity and interest, 
| $2.50 


January 30 


Chute, Mary Grace SHERIFF OLSON Appleton-Century 
From the S. E. P. to book form comes the sheriff of Minnewashta County, 
Minnesota, with his many problems of office and human relations in which his own 
simple, honest personality, in conjunction with his fate, fortune and lucky star, 
combine to bring a successful end to all adventures. Kind, unorthodox, Olson 
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wins the reelection by a fluke; captures a bank robber by sheer courage; learns to 
dance but almost breaks his wife's heart; gets a prisoner's help in capturing crimi- 
nals; turns a problem boy into a deputy and effects an easy reform; bags a picture 
star; etc. etc. Definite pop appeal in this good, warmhearted, brave and instinc- 
tively right guy ringing the bell in spite of odds. $2.00 


Miller, Helen Topping DESPERATE ANGEL Appleton+-Century 


Much passion, much pain, in the story (ies) of the four Sands girls who 
have a penchant for falling in love when and where they shouldn't. There is Pat, 
sharp, tense; Mardee, generous and conscientious; Toddy, the spoiled youngest; and 
over them all hangs the remembrance of Ro, the eldest, beautiful, reckless, defiant, 
who ran off with a married man and precipitated tragedies for them all. And Ro 
returns — sets all tongues and hearts in action - and eventually redeems her past. 
Lotsa love, but well done - and should be a good renter. $2.00 


Runbeck, Margaret Lee OUR MISS BOO Ae Jr aray Il Appleton~Century 


* This is one of those children's stories for adults, the heart-warming 
sort of thing that is utterly beguiling without being sentimental balderdash. A 
very junior junior miss, this Miss Boo, aged four to six, as the stories progress. 
There's a bit of uncertainty as to her identity - until the closing episode. Is 

she an own child -"a chosen baby" or just borrowed? But she becomes very real, 
very entrancing, even when she is naughty - and the picture of the incomparable 
maid, Lillium, is almost as delicious as that of Our Miss Boo. One could wish, 
perhaps for a somewhat better balance of material - some of it seems scarcely more 
than expanded notes woven into full length stories. One of these books that may 
grow to considerable success through word of mouth publicity. Peggy Bacon, 111. $2.00 


February 2 - 
Baldwin, Faith BLUE HORIZONS Farrar & Rinehart 


On and on and on we go, with practice just about making perfect, this 
time the story of luxury livers resorting in Florida. "Blue Horizons", the mansion 
rented by the Rivers, had once belonged to Josephine's family, and Josephine now 
finds herself social secretary to Mrs. Rivers, and greatly taken by Jon, the eldest 
son. Complicating fillers by way of Elsie, Jon's longterm fiancee, and Lanndy, his 
half brother, who loves Elsie. All shunted around into position, by the close, with 
her usual ease and pleasant montage. Rentals and branch libraries. $2.00 


Boyce, Burke STRONGHOLD Viking 


A substantial historical novel of the American Revolution, which makes a 
definite contribution in its authentic picture of the skirmishing, the raids, the 


— 


local nightmare that kept the countryside back of West Point, on up towards Goshen, in 


a continual state of virtual civil war. The story centers interest on one particular 


family, - the father, broad-minded, generous, anxious that each should have a right to 


independent thinking, and coming only slowly to identifying himself with the patriot 


cause; one son, fiery petriot from the start; another son, playing both sides for what 


he could get out of it; one daughter, essentially a spinster, and resentful of the 
disturbance of her comforts and traditions; the other daughter, passionate, independ- 
ent, in love with one of the Tory raiders, but herself a patriot, and at the last - 


after his hanging - loving a French officer, with the American forces, and giving her- 


self to him, bearing his child after he has, seemingly, gone his way. A crowded can- 


vas, with the picture of the times and the moods of the people of more importance than 


the pattern of the plot, the story at times bogs down in detail, and interest lags. 
Worthwhile for presentation of another panel of our history. $2. % 


/ 
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February 3 
Godden, Rumer BREAKFAST WITH THE NIKOLIDES Little, Brown 
* A fascinating book, whose appeal is hard to describe. The story revolves 
around two figures, - a father, who had made a life for himself alone, steeping 


himself in his work in an Indian agricultural school, pricking memory continually 
with reminders of the life eight years back, when he had parted with the wife whom 
he'd ceased to trust, to respect, but had never learned to hate; and a daughter, 
homely, awkward in her adolescent insecurity, eager to establish contact with the 
father she scarcely remembered, when the war drove her mother to take the two child- 
ren back to India, to the man she had left. Below a surface of tension and coldness 
a volcano seethed. But it took successive minor tragedies, the unnecessary death of 
a beloved dog, the misunderstanding of a highborn native student, to bring it 

into eruption. And then - once again, life seemed irreparably broken, understandings 
forever made impossible. The book ends on a note of uncertainty - but of hope. The 
book is not easy reading; much of the story is learned by indirection; but it is 


absorbing, and as original, though not as beautiful, as Black Narcissus. $2.50 
February 5 
Raymond, Ernest THE LAST TO REST H. C. Kinsey 


With a nice send-off from England comes this very sincere, very patriotic, 
and a little labored story of a typical English family at war. Using a good bit of 
contemporary history (speeches, ordinances, broadcastis, etc.) as background, Raymond 
has told the story of the Shepherds. It is authentic - it is poignant at times; one 
regrets however certain occasions of sentimentality - the father's rather discomfiting 
awareness of his daughter's physique. Shepherd is a kindly, thoughtful, sometimes 
foolish, average man; his wife, a writer of light fiction, is more prententious than 
successful; Enid and Peter, the youngsters, are likable. How Peter becomes an anti- 
aircraft gunner, Enid an ambulance driver, and Shepherd a warden while Mrs. Shepherd 
retreats to safety in the country, is the substance of the book which closes with 


Enid's death. Worthwhile. $2.50 
a 2 ¢ 
Petruary 9 Yarv rare, 26 
( 
Cabell, Branch THE FIRST GENTLEMAN OF AMERICA Farrar & Rinehart 


The third in the trilogy of Inheritance, "Heirs and Assigns", of which 
The King Was In His Counting House and Hamlet Had An Uncle were the first two. 
Once again this is a satiric, sophisticated, picaresque, and slightly ribald retell- 
ing of fact. This is the story of Nemattanon, the earthly son of Quetzal, god of the 
Ajacan tribe, and his education by the Spaniards. Namattanon is adopted by a con- 
cuistador, Menendez, who is motivated largely by love of conquest - of gold - of 
religion. How Nemattanon goes to Mexico, is baptised, learns the refinements and 
adulteries of court life, takes part in the Spanish attack against the French colony 
in Florida, and eventually returns to Ajacan determined that Menendez shall never 
civilize, christianize, or conquer his people. For Cabelleros. $2.50 Y (Ltd $5.00) ye 


Carpenter, Bruce THE RISE OF TERRY SCHUMAN Macrae Smith 
Slightly off the rental route, a little more effort at backgrounds, 


people, but that's what it adds up to nonetheless. Terry, pretty, vivacious, de- 
termined, sets out to rise above her Flatbush home setting and eventually does. 
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Her oldest friend, Paul goes to England to study further at Cambridge, So Terry mar- 
ries slow, dependable Will - whose death obviates the mistake and leaves her free to 
go to Paris to acquire culture. There she has a meaningless affair, which makes her 
feel that she is now unworthy of Paul, but he —fortunately - doesn't oafrec. $2.00 


February 9 
Hancock, Lucy Agnes PAT WHITNEY, R. N. Macrae Smith 


Romance, and finger-in-pie for young Pat, out to defend her uncle Dan 
against a new young doctor whom she suspects of trying to snare her uncle's practice. 
During the course of her romance, as it scraps its way along, she renovates a young 
girl dominated by her mother, sees the end of a broken marriage, sends a foolish 
mother home to her family, restores a wife to her husband, palms one of her suitors 
off on a fellow nurse, sees the happy ending of uncle Dan's old romance. In other 
words she doesn't miss a trick at the hospital or home, and eventually lands in her 
own love's arm after some competition. Practically too much for your money. $2.00 


February 10 
Brand, Max DR. KILDARE'S CRISIS Dodd, Mead 


Slight, and these don't run to fat anyway, another story of Dr. Kildare, 
that medical magic man, Mary Lamont, his nurse and fiancee, with Dr. Gillespie, his 
mentor, still dying away in the background. This one concerns Mary's brother, who 
comes to Jimmy with a visionary project, and proves to be a very sick man. Mary's 
fears, that he may be insane, almost cause her breakup with Jimmy. Usual market. 


e $2.00 
Carousso, Dorothee OPEN THEN THE DOOR Morrow 


An honest, human, and agreeable story of young marriage in the making - 
and the travails of one young couple in finding a life of their own, built on their 
own standards free of parental influence or compromise. Not unusual in any way, 
but a good woman's book. Maude, whose mother is a domineering snob, falls in love 
with Marc, whose French Catholic parentage brings down her mother's antagonism. Marc, 
an editor, loses his job in the depression just when Maude becomes pregnant. His 
family~-whohelp too much, hers - who do nothing, fear, pride, poverty, all strain their 
relationship. But at the close, with Marc well on his feet as a literary agent, they 
both realize they must break with their too demanding, too enveloping families before 
they can freely determine their own lives. Women largely, rentals, some sales. 

$2.50 


Morley, Iris WE STOOD FOR FREEDOM Morrow 


This is a well told romance in historical setting, plus a picture of re- 
volt against things as they are by the common people. Based on Monmouth's second at- 
tempt on the English throne in 1685, this follows the story of Diana, young, frivol- 
ous, unpolitically minded, until she meets the Fleckes, two rebels, Saul and Silence. 
A brilliant and restless pair of young agitators, they make a fiery convert to their 
cause and estrange her from her family. When Monmouth lands, Diana strips the estate 
for his soldiers, shares the blow of his defeat at Sedgemoor. She further involves 
herself by killing an ex-lover. At the close, she and Saul are undefeated and deter-— , 
mined to work on together for a better future for their country. Good. $2.50 
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February »* 
Hamilton, Patrick HANGOVER SQUARE Random House 


Suave, clever-clever story of a schizophrenic, his infatuation for a bru- 
tal, perverse young miss, and their coterie of dissipates who live in rather seedy 
circumstances in London's Earl Court. George Harvey Bone, lumbering, gauche, per- 
sistent, lonely, has two troubles. One, the "dead" moods which snap on and off and 
during which he realizes he has to kill Netta. Two, Netta, whom he timorously wor- 
ships, and who only tolerates him for what he can buy her. How Netta, who "looked 
like a Byron beauty and was a fish", Peter, her Fascistic friend, go on riding and 
rooking Bone until finally his schizophrenic alter ego takes its violent revenge. 


Provocative, and handled with deliberate - acidulous detail. $2.00 
5 


December Danglers 


Announcing - Two Plays - For December 5 


Coward, Noel BLITHS SPIRIT Doubleday, Doran 
Ferber, Edna & 

Kaufman, George S. THE LAND IS BRIGHT Doubleday, Doran 

Both current Broadway successes. Each $2.00 

Stevenson, D. E. SPRING MAGIC Farrar & Rinehart 


In spite of the war background, a peaceful sort of story of army wives, 
their problems, and ingenuous Frances who comes of age amongst them. Unworldly, 
unsophisticated, Frances frees herself from her bondage to an aunt and has her first 
fling at independence in Scotland where friendship with the village people, and the 
wives and their officer husbands of a new army encampment, add to her knowledge of 
human relationships. She falls in love with Guy, who inadvertently turns her from 
him and has to go chasing her to London, where he saves her during a blitz. Gently 
ingratiating. (12/8) $2.50 

26 
Sitwell, Osbert OPEN THE DOOR Smith & Durrell 


A collection of short stories, delicate, continental, clever - and often 
saturnine. Not for the most part action stories, but rather portraits, vignettes, 
episodes, with a sudden, unexpected turn. There's something of Henry James - some- 
thing of DeMaupassant - sophistication, elegance, perspicacity, irony. Many back- 
grounds for a varied collection in which we liked best Defeat, the French officer who 
returned home after the recent capitulation, Pompey And Some Peaches, about an artist 
and his wife, and Shadow Play, three young French girls. Fine writing, perhaps too ! 
fine for popular tastes. (12/1) $2.50 


POCKET BOOK REPRINTS 


THE POCKET QUIZ BOOK by Slifer and Crittenden. 

THE BLACK CAMEL by Earl Derr Biggers 

STRONG POISON by Dorothy L. Sayers 

RUBALYAT OF OMAR KHAYYAM —- the Edward Fitzgerald translation, 75 Gordon Ross Illus- 
trations. $.25 
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Nosing In and Horsing Around Dept, 


Ficld, Peter TRAIL SOUTH FROM POWDER VALLEY Morrow 


More of Pat Stevens and his loyalty to old friends as he goes to help 
against a sang of outlaws plotting to destroy and loot an entire community. Shot 
full of holes, Pat is saved by his sidekicks, one-eyed Fzra and Sloan, who come 
roaring down to outwit and outfight the gang. Up to snuff. $2200 


January 6 
Brand, Max SILVERTIP Dodd, Mead 


Good, well handled Western adventure, with Silvertip, known to Mexicans 
as "El Diablo", tricked into killing a well born young Spaniard. Silvertip makes 
restitution to the dead man's father by battling against a ruthless American family. 
Many escapades, much fighting, before he is victor and off to new adventures. $2.00 


January 2 
Pentecost, Hugh I'LL SING AT YOUR FUNERAL Dodd, Mead 


Quick tempo for rackets in the concert singing field, leading to plenty 
action and deaths as Cain, new protege of art-sponsoring Mrs. Stoddard, starts his 
career in singing. Accepted by the police as the only non-suspect in the accused 
group, he tries to protect the Stoddard family, learns the tlackmailing angle, and is 
in on the apprehension of the leader of the group out to mulct singers and instruc- 
tors. Fair mystery - good reading. $2.00 


February 6 
Rath, Virginia EPITAPH FOR LYDIA Doubleday, Doran 


Complicated by pathological and psychological quirks, the death of mor- 
bidly nervous and very rich Lydia is run down. Two girls whose connection with her 
holds mystery, a disappearance - proved to be accidental death - deliberately con- 
cealed, points final clues to rich playboy as murderer. California setting. Good 
reading. $2.00 


February 9 
Douglas, S3ruce BORDER RANGE Macrae Smith 
O. K. = if heavy on the romance - yarn of Challoner protecting his land 


against a local group of rustlers, lead by the owner of a dude ranch needing Chal- 
loner's ground for dope-smuggling trade. Much action before Challoner wins all. 


$2.00 


February 10 if 


Francis, William ROUGH ON RATS Morrow 


Rough, definitely, story of the murder of a dirty movie peddler, who had 
held out on the cash. His partner, not very nice either, hires Martin, a privatec 
to solve the case which he does through a chain of low dives, strip actresses ani 
small time thungs. Drives right along in high - but that's about all. $2.00 V 
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MUST BOOKS 





February 2 


Undset, Sigrid RETURN TO THE FUTURE Knopf 


Sigrid Undset, Nobel. prize novelist, tells the story of her. own dramatic 
flight from invaded Norway, through Sweden, by plane to Moscow, by Trans-Siberian to 
Vladivostok, by boat to Japan and the United States - a long path to the future. This. 
is not only her personal story, but it is a revealing picture by a trained observer, 
of conditions wherever fate took her. There is first a peace-loving Norway, wholly 
unprepared for the uneven battle; then an uneasy Sweden, desiring peace, preparing for 
war, determined to lend a hand to escaping fellow-Nordics; next the gruelling experi- 
ence of Soviet Russia, seen at its worst, filthy, unsanitary, victim of totalitarian- 
ism, and with no evidence - save the soldiers themselves - of any preparations that 
could withstand German efficiency. Finally Japan, a puzzle to outsiders. Final 


chapters present her considered conclusions of the future of democracy - and the chal- 
lenge. $2.50 


TWO DARK HORSES 
January 2 
Stolper, Gustav THIS AGE OF FABLE Reynal & Hitchcock 


* I am glad this book has been put over to the first of the New Year instead 
of being published, as originally planned, on the 14th of November. Then it might have 
been lost in the welter of new books for holiday trade, while on this date, it will be 
able to stand out as a book for thoughtful reading. As reviewed in the bulletin of 


10/15/41, - "With a verve and felicity of phrase that makes challenging and substan- 
tial writing exciting reading, a German-American world citizen explodes some further r | 
aspects of the ‘folklore of capitalism' — facts, figures, theories and philosophies 


that have packed our everyday thinking. Not debunking so much as air-conditioning, 
which exposes poisons of propaganda as well as innocent inaccuracies of thought and 
definition, deflation, economic causes of war, the have and the have-not nations, 
British 'degeneracy', 'decadent democracy', Hitler's invincibility, etc. Amazing ob- 
jectivity and clarity of presentation which helps remove the debris of obsolete ideas 
in this world we live in. Grand reading." A book people should talk about. Put your- 


self in the vanguard by starting it off. $3.00 
February 2 

Haynes, Williams THIS CHEMICAL AGE Knopf 

* A good many years ago, Slosson's Creative Chemistry opened my eyes to the 


fascination of a subject I had hated in school. There have been other books — few and 
far between- along the road that led to this one, but none so dramatic in the impact on 
the layman. In other fields, books such as Devils, Drugs and Doctors and Mathematics 
for the Million did a grand job of bringing science in readable form to the complete 
uninitiate. It is to this public, as well as to those to whom technical terms and as-~ 
tronomical figures and so on mean something tangible, that this story of the high spots 
in the 160 years which embrace the conscious age of chemistry should appeal. The men 
(from Cavendish and Dalton up to the unsung chemists of the big industries today); the 
successive milestones of discovery; the progress from laboratory to the dry good coun- 
ter - all handled with just enough sense of the adventure and drama and human interest 
to carry the serious presentation of the scientific facts. Chemistry has produced a 
virtual revolutinn in the shift from analysis to synthesis; coal tar products, explo- 
sives, perfumes, food flavors, plastics, cellulose products, substitutes for such 
things as fuel, rubber, paper, glycerine, and so on and on- a thrilling story exceed- 
ingly well told. The one thing I missed, which was handled as incidental to other 
fields was the agricultural chemical revolution. $3.50 
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Good money-makers —- these 


George Jean Nathan's ENTERTAINMENT OF A NATION (Knopf): John Mason Brown's ACCUSTOM- 
ED AS I AM (Norton) - both particularly for the women's club readers. Then an impor- 
tant biography by an important biographer, - Philip Guedalla's CHURCHILL (Reynal & 
Hitchcock). Don't overlook St. John's FROM THE LAND OF SILENT PEOPLE (D.D.). See 


below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 


January /3 


Browne, Lewis SOMETHING WENT WRONG: A Summation of Modern History Macmillan 


The author of. Thts Believing World follows the trail of the villain in 
the piece, the terrors and achievements of the industrial revolution, the personal- 
ities, the social forces, which contributed to that history - and the results in world 
catastrophe today. Packed full of information, clear-sighted in analysis of the 
tragic errors of governments and leaders, superficial but stimtlating one to wish to 
dig deeper, this makes fascinating reading for anyone who wants to get the story of 
modern civilization in a tabloid form. From the Watt steam engine in 1776 to the 
threat to world democracy by the machine in its latest and most frightful form, he 
presents the evidence. He has a knack for popularization and a gift of presentation. 
Illustrated. $3.00 
January 5 L- 


Nathan, George Jean THE ENTERTAINMENT OF A NATION Knopf 


The famous dramatic diagnostician writes of theater, of male and female 
playwrights, of sophistication, sentiment, Irish playwrights, mystery plays, farce, of 
the wisecrack versus the humor of character, of Helen Hayes and matinee idols, of pro- 
ducers, musical comedies, first nights, the road. He gives advice to novices; he dis- 
cusses taste, moving pictures, ballet, radio, circus, cabaret, carnivals and Coney Is- 
land. This human blue pencil is master of the surprise technique and this is a charac- 
teristic survey of public entertainment, with theatre at the top. Good reading. 

Club women will find this grist for their mills. $2.5C 


January 7 
Shaw, Archer H. THE PLAIN DEALER Knopf 


: One hundred years of Cleveland's famous paper, reflecting and represent- 
ing the city it serves. Fron its founding in 1842, when a failure was bought by J. Ww. 
Gray and rechristaned, The Plain Dealer, and reissued as a weekly, through its trials 
and errors, successes and glories. Highspots and picturesque items, famous people who 
passed that way (Dickens and others); the contemporary humor of Artemus Ward, the 
afitislavery policies, the Civil War, the Reconstruction, the growth of a city, the 
competition and circulation wars, the man and the policies, the measure of its in- 
fluence and importance. Valuable for those interested in newspapers - and of great 
local and regional interest. $4.00 


January 9 
St. John, Robert FROM THE LAND OF SILENT PEOPLE Doubleday, Doran 


* Good companion reading with the Casey I Can't Forget (page 515), as an- 
other newspaper man (A P correspondent) shares his personal experiences in the Balkan 
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campaign,- what he saw, what he heard, what he "smelled". An arresting book, for its 
very starkness of presentation, written at white heat of indignation and disillusion- 
ment,- eager that apathetic America, some 4000 miles away, should sense in some de- 
gree, the horrible conditions of modern invasion, the appalling ignorance of the 
natives as to what had happened at headquarters, the terror of roads crowded with 
fleeing, the bombing of hospitals, the stupidity of those at the top. Fiercely per- 
sonal, occasionally lightened with bits of almost hysterical relief, but superbd read- 
ing. He was in the evacuation of Belgrade, he got to Budna by sardine boat, to Corfu, 
to Corinth, to Egypt, to Capetown - and home. Revealing glimpses of futile resistance 
to the war machine. $3.00 





Hauser, Heinrich TIME WAS Death of a Junker Reynal & Hitchcock 


Another postponement from November lists (see page 536 in bulletin 
10/15). "The story of the German danse macabre which preceded the present war, as 
told by one of the Junker class, who during and after the last war, found his world 
collapsing around him. He experimented with many ways of living, at sea, as a medical 
student, in iron mills, as a writer for the Frankfurter Zeitung, as publicity man for 
the Sarrasani Circus, for the Hamburg-American Line, as roving reporter, with an 
anti-Hitler bias. He shows the power-hold of the ‘anti-republican, anti-democratic, 
anti-pacifist' Junkers and how they helped bring about the conditions that were fer- 
tile soil for Nazi Germany; he pictures the early Hitler as ‘pie in the sky' German- 
style; he traces his own desire to believe in the Leader, his reasons for rebelling 
against the existing government, and eventually leaving the country in March. Has a 
more authentic note than some of the books (such as I Was a Nazi Flier); more in the 
class with Convert to Freedom. Thoughtful picture of Germany, examination of cause 
and effect, in presenting a German's picture of Germany.” $3.00 


January 16 
Guedalla, Philip MR. CHURCHILL Reynal & Hitchcock 


7 Guedalla has put so much of the spirit and vigor of the man hirself into 
this biography that he more than justifies its seeming to crowd on the heels of the 
Kraus book. More than three quarters of the book deal with the years before the war; 
he portrays his growth, showing him rising and falling, victim sometimes of his own 
temperament, sometimes of political, military or naval odds, but always closely linked 
through half a century with the fate of England. He shows how brilliantly he was 
molded by success and failure, hard work and study, courage, realism, fighting. A 
brilliant selection from the writings of Churchill and others adds immeasurably to the 
text. In the final analysis it is a portrait of England as well as of Churchill, who 
emerges as of heroic stature, at the same time intimate, human, a prophet, and a doer. 
$3.00 


January 19 


Ellis, Edith WE KNEW THESE MEN Knopf 


Wilfred Brandon is recognized by the cult as one of the Master Spirits 
(he died in 1781). This is the third book transcribed by Edith Ellis, purporting to 
be a communication from the astral plane. This one deals with other world experiences 
in meeting the boys who died in the last World War, guiding them into their new life. 
An intimate and all too human picture of the Other World, with many of the human frail- 
ties persisting in the particular unit of American soldiers he has chosen to depict. 
An incredible book, from the angle of this reader. It may be that there are enough 
people groping for some sense of contact with the spirit world to provide a market. But 
compared with the dignified and philosophical content of White's The Unobstructed Uni- 
verse. this seems twaddle. $2.50 
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Rimsky-Korsakoff January 19 Knopf 


Announcing a new edition of a great musical autobiography, completely 
revised and reset. The profuse journal of that kindly, zealous genius is not only 
important as a record of his own development, but as comprehensive description of the 
lives and methods of four contemporary artists, Balakirev, Cui, Borodin, Moussorgsky. 
Long term selling item - a classic in the musical field. Illustrated. $5.00 








January 2 










De Lima, Agnes and the staff of THE LITTLE RED SCHOOL HOUSE Macmillan 


The "considered conclusion" of some twenty years of pioneer work in mod- 
ern education. The school, designated as "the little red school house” was a unit 
within the New York public school system, for years, and during that time proved that 
the new education could be ayplied in crowded city schools. Some tenets of progress- 
ive theory gave way before them; new lines of approach and development of teaching 
methods grew out of it. This is the story of the experiment, from nursery school 
through Junior High, with blueprints of curricula, unique special classes for over and 
under=privileged, for unadjusted; the crafts, the techniques of the three 'R's, the 
trips, the arts, the summer camp; the parents and teachers and graduates; the newly 
organized High School. Of interest to all concerned with public (or private) schools. 
$3.00 





























Mizwa, Stephen P. Ad. GREAT MEN AND WOMEN OF POLAND Macmillan 


A series of biographettes which combine to give a picture of the history 
and civilization of Poland. Kings, queens, heroes and crusaders, legislators, educa- 
ae tors, churchmen, scientists, leaders in the field of the arts, with the focus on the 
achieverents rather than the personal aspects of each figure. Some familiar and fam- 
ous names (Copernicius, Pulaski, Kosciuszko, Chopin, Sienkiewicz, Modjeska, Conrad, 


Paderewski, Marie Curie, Pilsudski and many others). Useful for reference. ‘$4.00 
Brown, John Mason ACCUSTOMED AS I AM Norton 
* The lecture field, as viewed by a speaker, surfeited with many of its 


aspects. Not a tiny corner is left unexplored, from the qualms of the lecturer before 
an audience, to after-dinner speaking, lecturing with slides and a pointer, introduc- 
tions —- and what havoc they play with the subject planned in advance, traveling, being 
entertained, hotel rooms, old friends and ex classmates, and finally the family re- 
ception at home. It sparkles and bites and its phrasing has a freshness and sting 

that only a hardened exponent of this hard path of life could thus poisonously distill. 
Entertaining - for lockers on; some may find the shoe pinches and not be able to "take 
it". As for me, I think it very funny. Illustrated by Al Hirschfeld. (John Mason 
Brown's audiences are accustomed to being insulted - in his special way - so they 
should love it.) $2.00 


Jamtery—23 2120 
Field, Richard M., MD. THE COMPLETE BOOK OF DIETS FOR ALL AGES Doubleday, Doran 


-e-and for all conditions, ranging from stomach ailments, hyperacidity, 
intestinal and digestive complications, pregnancy and gallstones to just garden var- 
iety fat. Basically his theories are of the spartan variety, - help yourself to 

Ee health via consommée, a few leafy vegetables, plain meats and no desserts. High vita- 
min and adequate mineral content in carbohyrdate - fat-protein rationed diet. Not f 
enticing, gourmetically speaking, but with plenty of sauce of common sense and few 
fads and frills. 32.96 
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Januery23 3420 uy 109 
Newman, James R. THE TOOLS OF WAR Doubleday, Doran 


For the armchair student of military science (and probably a larger per- 
centage of college and university students are taking this course than at any other 
time in our history) this should prove stimulating and revealing reading. It is the 
first book for the layman that I have found that combines a history of military wea- 
pons, of naval weapons, and an up-to-the-minute panorama of the modern engines of 
death. All the fighting arms are included, in terms readily understandable to any- - 6 
one conversant with daily news records of modern warfare. Illustrated fully. $470> ~ ” 





January 26 
Washington, John E. THEY KNEW LINCOLN Dutton 


The story of Lincoln the man as known to the colored people who lived and 
worked by his side, his steward, Billy the barber, the butler, the cook, one of his 
bodyguards, and others. Washington from childhood had listened to stories and anec- 
dotes in his own family and among their friends, and when he reached maturity he de- 
termined to add this facet to the record. The result is thin- but the attempt is an 


estimable one — a memorial from the race he helped to save. Intro. by Sandburg. _ 
$3. 75 


Jaruagry so" 
Azoy, A.C.M. Lt. Col. THE ARMY OFFICER'S MANUAL Appleton-Century 


This should prove invaluable to the new and young officer, still groping 
his way through the maze of procedure and detail - and for the officer who has been 
on the reserve and is now back in harness, and seeking a quick comeback and a quicker 
catching up with the procession. It is all here, - organization, staff and staff . 
duties, forms for orders and reports, uniforms and equipment and insignia (and even 
the care of said equipment}, drills and ceremonies (how to be right without an Emily 
Post at the elbow). Then there are the formalities of correspondence, of paper work ~ 
an arduous task following set patterns. The appendix gives the Selective Service Act 
in full, includes an excellent list of books for a military library - Public Librar- 
ies please note for reference shelves, and Bookshops please note as a suggestion for 


plus business. Outline history of Army History. Circulars available. $2.50 «” 
~ ats he cad 
Roeb.uck, John & Staehle, Henry C. MODERN PHOTOGRAPHY |, Leh Ree $5.00 


A book about the scientific aspects of photography and its processes, from 
the emulsion, to development and exposure, color sensitivity, fixation, the theory of 
latent image, lenses, positive processes, etc. Closing chapters on how to take 
good pictures, on laboratory experiments. The scientific chapters are very complex, 
including complicated formulas which even the professionals might skip; the more gen- 
eral chapters contain fairly obvious material, for amateurs. The result, a straddling 
of two possible markets, too involved for one, too simple for the other, with schools 
and classes in photography as the only sure market for such a handbook. $5.00 


February 2% 


Colby, Col. Elbridge ARMY TALK Princeton 


Army language is a growth of years, and many of the terms new to youth to- 
day, root back to earlier wars, stemming from recognizable sources, colloquial, re- 
gional in varied adaptations and uses. This is no attempt at a technical military 
dictionary, simply a book of army slang, common talk, technical jargon in daily use - 
and the definitions, origins, abbreviations - and varied applications fascinating to 
those interested in the American language. Illustrated. $2.50" 
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February & ZO pp to 


ONE WHO SURVIVED Doubleday, Doran 
The Life Story of a Russian under the Soviets 


ee 


Barmine, Alexander 


A genuine, often dramatic, inside story of the Stalinist regime, of the 
distortion of the Communist ideology, of the purge of the prime movers, the most bril- 
liant exponents. Barmine was one of the original supporters and became a high offici- 
al in the foreign office, serving as consul to Persia, member of the foreign trade 
commissions, ccnsul to Greece, etc. Poverty, undernourishment, bureaucracy at the 
turn of the '30's convinced him of the repressive regime of Stalin, and he resigned in 
'37 and escaped with the Gestapo hot on his heels - first to Paris, then to U. S. 
Edited and with an introduction by Max Eastmen. One question is whether the excellent 
quality and real value of the material is sufficient to override the hurdle of rather 


unfortunate timing, with blasting criticism of Stalin and the regime less sought after 
$3.50 


today. 
Gessler, Clifford TROPIC LANDFALL: The Port of Honolulu ¢/23 Doubleday, Doran 


The fifth of the seaport series, with plenty of color, drama, to heighten 
factual content, particularly interesting today with "the port of Honolulu" a vital 
factor in the Pacific problem. This addition to the series has the widest latitude of 
any, for it includes Honolulu's story, its early distinction and traditions, the in- 
flux of the missionaries, the traders, the pirates and blackbirders and mutineers, and 
treasure hunters. Then Honolulu of today, and the varying viewpoints; the racial prob- 
lems, the Big Five, the Japanese -— and the war crisis. Good item. $3.50 


Liebling, A. J. THE TELEPHONE BOOTH INDIAN Doubleday, Doran 


These articles on people, activities, places, etc. are drawn largely from 
the New Yorker Profiles and Reporter at Large, The Jollity Building and the profile 
of Roy Howard are high spots, but there's plenty of variety, all filled with profes- 
sional argot, the ways of soft money and hard, the circles within circles of various 
worlds ~ sporting, entertainment, journalism, publicity, and the people who inhabit 
them. Thoroughly entertaining reading - made to order for the lads being all boys 
together. $2.00 


Last Call for the Late Comers of 1941 - Published or About to Be 


Wickey, Harry THUS FAR The Growth of an American Artist Am. Artists Group 


Fifth in the series of native artists, this is the autobiography of illus- 
trator, etcher, sculptor, who tells- in hearty fashion- of the metamorphosis of him- 
self into artist. From a boyhood in Ohio (Stryker), through discoveries of music, of 
art, of people. Ways of earning a living - and lessons, and the birth of his ideas 
and principles. A Guggenheim Fellowship gave him some repose; his interest in sculp- 
ture has a chance to develop. Nice feeling in the handling of this story - and excel- 
lent presentation of his work, with explanations of the purpose, problem, execution, to- 
gether with his formulated ideas on art. Very fully illustrated from his work. ‘Spec- 
jal market. $3. 75 


Grover, Kenneth M. & Wiswell, Thos. CHESS Barnes 


The authors of Let’s Play Checkerswrite an equally good book on chess, 
though the fact that there are innumerable books on the subject makes it possible for 
them to concentrate more on basic principles which should help beginners to improve 
their own game. Included with the instructive chapters are numerous game analyses, 
some hints on oddities, on fine points of the game, etc. of interest to experienced 
players. $1.00 
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Williamsin, W. M. CORNELL'S SEA PACKET Cornell Maritime Press 


Good gift item, for those interested in any phase of sailing ships, for 
this collects articles from Fatr Winds, a magazine, and includes besides tales of 
mysteries of the sea, lovely ships, the evolution of navigation instruments, Pacific 
shipbuilding, the sailing of miniature square riggers today - and nostalgic memories. 
T11°d. $2.00 


Strong, Anna Louise THE SOVIETS EXPECTED IT Dial 


This survey of the Russian scene and personalities must be taken with a 
few grains of salt, since Miss Strong's sympathies have been unquestioned for years. 
However this seems to be a not too overly zealous idealization of the Russian govern- 
ment, and one can read between the lines. A good picture of the Russian people, 
their courage, determination, spirit; it is anecdotal and colorful in treatment, and 
presents the peasant, the worker, the soldier, all in this present struggle together, 
Next she analyzes Stalin in this crisis, his earlier doubts of France, of England, of 
Germany; his open-eyed decision to gain time by a pact with Hitler, and the way in 
which that time was used. His successive steps of aggression on the Baltic, designed 
to disrupt Hitler's scheme. Preparations for war, internal and external; equipment 
and the human elements; the handling of Fifth Column activities, a superficial treat- 
ment compared to Duranty's exhaustive research (see report page 563 on The Kremlin 
and the People). Throughout, the story is personalized by records of her own search 
for the facts, through interviews, contacts, etc. Her conclusion is inescapably - 
"Hitler cannot conquer Russia". $2.50 


WPA A MARITIME HISTORY OF NEW YORK Doubleday, Doran 


A mosaic of the ramifications and variations that compose this seaport be- 
hind which has grown one of the greatest cities of the world. The chapters dealing 
with the history up to the development of steam are the most satisfactory, because 
they embrace all aspects of the growth of New York. With the coming of steam and the 
new means of marine and rail transportation, so large a portion of the country's im- 
ports and exports funnelled through New York harbor that the canvas becomes too 
large for the frame, and the story of the last 100 years is confined to maritime his- 
tory strictly, and that with too much statistical data for easy reading. The book 
abounds in interesting facts, though not in competition with authoritative reference 


tomes. $3.00 


Maloney, T. J. &d. U. S. CAMERA 1942 Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


A standard annual — and the best to date, by vote of all - experts, pro- 
fessionals, amateurs, and kibitzers -— who have examined it. Steichen has selected 
close to 900 pictures, including some beautifully reproduced color work. The gen- 
eral tenor is more towards realism, with soft pedal on the arty sort of thing; there's 
the very best type of commercial photography; and there's wide variety of subject, 
treatment, etc. $3.85 


MeGinley, Phyllis HUSBANDS ARE DIFFICULT Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Readers of the New Yorker and the SEP watch for the doings of Oliver Ames, 
Phyllis McGinley's stock character on whom she pins all the foibles and eccentricit- 
ies of the male animal. Her verse is amusing, trite, smart, tricky, forced, and 
again amusing. Extremely quotable - at inauspicious (or let's say tactless) moments. 


Good gift item. $1.50 
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Hendelson, Wm. & Others - editors THE GREYSTONE PANORAMA BOOKS 





Zucker, 





Faul, 





AMERICAN BRIDGES AND DAMS * FROM COVERED WAGON TO STREAMLINER 
THE CHILD IN PAINTING THE REMBRANDT BIBLE 
* MAIN STREET: The American Town, Past and Present 
































A set, boxed, of five volumes constituting the start of a series of 
cyclopedias which use the pictorial method for presenting their subjects. Each vol- 
ume has an introductory chapter, by an outstanding authority; each of the many repro- 
ductions of paintings, drawings, photographs etc. has a descriptive and definitive 
caption. I have starred the titles from this first group that I liked best. Frankly, 
I found them very uneven both in interest and in execution. Each $1. % Set $8.00 


Troxell, Janet Camp THE HOME FRONT Hastings House 


This is a good $1.00 worth of household hints, alphabetically arranged 
and going from Ammonia to Woodwork. An index makes it possible to spot the subject 
you might not find under the letter you might expect. Old fashioned ideas, saws and 
traditions, 500 ways to save time, labor, money, drawn from sixty years experience. 
Some of the hints might seem to be outmoded, what with modern household conveniences 
and new commercial products that do the work for you. But everyone is caught now and 
again without the facilities - and sometimes old ways are best. Paper bound — pocket 
size. $1.00 


Rose, Alexander SO YOU ARE GOING TO BE A WITNESS Institute Press 


This might have a much wider market than the title would seem to indicate, 

and the suggestion is here made that you might bring this to the attention of your 
a local lawyers, who in turn might recommend it to clients (it makes many points of 

everyday law and procedure clear), to prospective witnesses who might feel less ill 
at ease at the prospect, to the ordinary citizen facing jury duty, to aspirants hoping 
to become court stenographers, etc. By dialogues, by basic questions and answers, by 
anecdote, rules of conduct, advice to possible litigants, brief presentation of points 
regarding contracts, patents, insurance, automobile accidents, settlements, a surpris-— 


ing amount of miscellaneous useful information is entertainingly presented. $2.00 
Nathan, Robert DUNKIRK Knopf 
"It was England's night, it was England's sea" - and this is the heroic 


story told with no heroics, in a ballad of two English youngsters who made their con- 
tribttion to the rescue that has inspired many pens, and will inspire more. | Paper 


Dunn, Bob I'M GONNA BE A FATHER MeKay 


In contrast to Bet It's a Boy, this seems pretty common both in captions 
and cartoons. But it may strike a certain level of humor that would miss something 
not quite so crudely obvious - and the psychology at least is basic and sound. Comic 
strip type of humor. $1.00 


MeInnis, Edgar THE WAR: SECOND YEAR Oxford 


Valuable annual - this one beginning with the Battle of Britain and ending 
with September, 1941. (We'll hope an annual of brief duration). Coordinates in 
straightforward chronological marshalling of facts, things in these crowded days that 
to. quickly merge and dull the edge of response. Includes a good many useful maps, 

t 


ei aough most of them need close reading of the text to tell their story. Documentary 
appendix, chronology, index. Good, clear, objective job. $2.00 
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Armi, Anna Maria POEMS Random House 


Mark Van Doren and Auden are launching this new poet with keen apprecia- 
tion. This is a collection of original verse and a group of translations from the 
Italians, Her translations of Petrarch's sonnets are considered exceptionally fine. 
Her own verse is metaphysical, contemplative in theme, indirect, often oblique. In- 
teresting contrasts of the classical and modern throughout. Not to be looked upon 
as casual verse - the reader has demands made upon him and some may find her a bit 
difficult. $2.00 


Hoppe, Willie BILLIARDS Reilly & Lee 


Willie Hoppe is a name to conjure with in the sport world; he holds three 
world titles today, and has invented various systems of play that are known wherever 
billiards are played. All types, including the famous diamond system, here included, 
with Hoppe's own method of instructions meticulously outlined and illustrated with 
action photographs. Should prove an enthusiasts' bible, a beginner's dream. $1.50 


Edman, Irwin & Schneider, Herbert W. FOUNTAINHEADS OF FREEDOM Reynal & Hitchcock 


This fits right in with Bernard Smith's The Democratic Spirit, for here 
are the forerunners of the ideal of democracy, - the Greek and Roman philosophers, the 
prophets of the Old Testament, the founders of the Christian church, of successive sys- 
tems of philosophy, a few epi¢ documents - 400 pages of evidence, from the prophet 
Samuel to John Dewey. Valuable reference material, but no more stimulating reading 
than Mr. Edman himself in his introduction which charts the course. $3.75 


Kneiss, Gilbert H. BONANZA RAILROADS Stanford Univ. Press 


The technical director of Railroads on Parade and the Golden Gate Exhibi- 
tion's Cavalcade here tells the stories of five "ghost railroads",-optimistically con- 
ceived, courageously executed, and dying when the mining booms which, for the most 
part gave them their reason for being, ceased tc be. Gold, silver, lead - three rea- 
sons for these roads; politics another and a potent one. Mr. Kneiss has made the most 
of colorful and dramatic and human material; and the publishers have given us a beau- 
tiful book, liberally illustrated from old prints and sketches. Largely local inter- 
est, with plus sale nationwide to enthusiasts in this very special field. $3.00 


Johnson, Alan Campbell VISCOUNT HALIFAX Ives Washburn 


Blame two London bombings and two lost shipments for the delays attendant 
on publication of this biography of England's ambassador to Washington, the one sur- 
vivor of the appeasers in the British government today (viewing the Washington ap- 
pointment as virtually a cabinet post). The biographer seeks through a meticulous 
survey of his life, clues to the quality of the man and his statesmanship. There is 
much that is important here - his contribution to the present - and future- status of 
India, his sporadic contribution to the Near East and Far East questions, the record 
cf his part in Edward VIII'sabdication; and chiefly, his own record as appeaser, his 
slow retreat to his conviction that Hitlerism must be destroyed after the rape of 
Czechoslovakia, until he dominated the cabinet crisis when Poland was threatened. A 
somewhat pompous and wordy style keeps the book from being a live biography; and an 
anxiety to give Viscount Halifax every chance today has resulted in a blurring of 
opinion of his earlier blindness, his tendency - in the present crisis - to be wise 


afver the event. Ill'‘d. $3. % 
Warner, W. Le. & Lunt, P. S. THE SOCIAL LIFE OF A MODERN COMMUNITY Yale 


A book for students, teachers, anthropologists - but an amazing piece of 
work, the first volume of the Yankee City Series, dealing with the social behaviour of 
a modern New England town of 17,000. Methods -techniques ~aims —~breakdown of social 


layers, ethnic minorities, occupations, religions, etc. etc. Important though limited. 
$4.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Vaughan, Hilda - Title from IRON AND GOLD to THE FAIR WOMAN 


Harper 


Brameld, T. -— Ed. — WORKERS’ EDUCATION IN THE UNITED STATES - Price 
from $3.00 to $2.50 ~ Postponed to 12/12 


Herskovits, M. J. — THE MYTH OF THE NEGRO PAST —- Price from $2.00 to 
$4.00 ~ Postponed to 12/12 


Hicks, Clarence J. — MY LIFE IN INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS —- Price from 
$3.00 to $2.50 - Postponed to 12/12 


Macmillan 

Hayden, J. R. - THE PHILIPHINES - Definite date 1/13 
Simon & Schuster 

Davies, Joseph E. = MISSION TO MOSCOW = From 12/? to 1/7/42 
University of Minnesota 


Clapesattle, H. B. - THE DOCTORS MAYO - from 11/17 to 12/10 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - DECEMBER 15TH TO JANUARY 1ST 


December 15 -— Carmer, Carl, GENESEE FEVER (Farrar & Rinehart) 10,000 copies 
to be released on this date. The balance on the 29th. Liter- 
ary Guild Selection for January. 
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FOREIGN BOOK SUPPLEMENT 
FRENCH BOOKS IN AMERICA 


Since no more books are to be had from France, French books are now being made avail- 
able through Brentano's and the Editions De La Maison Francaise, Inc. Both houses 
are publishing steadily and building up sizable lists. We will cover a selected 
group of titles from time to time, and suggest that you obtain further information | 
on the complete list from the publishers themselves. Order directly from Brentano's, 
1 West 47th Street, and Editions De La Maison Francaise, French & European Publlca- 
tions, 610 Fifth Avenue, New York City. ; 


BRENTANO'S 


- 7 
Dekobra, Maurice EMIGRES DE LUXE Brentano's 


Another extravagant, semi-aphrodisiacal novel by the popular novelist, (La 
Madonne des Sleepings is perhaps his best remembered book) which combines elegance, 
luxury, blood lines, and an occasional leer in what is generally referred to as a 
"French novel". Armand, the Duc de Brancourt, shelters Thea, a refugee from a con- 
centration camp. To enable her to get out of the country, he marries her, and both 
come to America where Armand shortly finds himself without funds. Armand becomes the 
social director of a night club, Thea uses her newly acquired aristocracy to chaperone 
debutantes, and both run afoul of Armand's sister-in-law by his first marriage, a . 
malignant spinster with amorous designs. When she fails to entrance Armand, she 
almost gains a revenge by corrupting his daughter, June, through the medium of an 
ex-convict. But Armand, Thea, and June survive all this. Tinsel. $1.50 


Desrosiers, Leo-Paul LES OPINIATRES Brentano's 
"The Contenders" 


A regional-historical novel by a Canadian, of the slow, difficult struggle 
cf the pioneer settlers of the eighteenth century. Pierre De Rencontre emigrates 
from St. Malo to Canada, and is joined there by the girl he loves. They find their 
strength throigh the many difficulties, clearing the forests, building their home, : 
the everpresent menace of the hostile Iroquois. Throughout Pierre is sustained i 
by his vision of the new world, and the role of the settler ~ and even after he 
loses his home at the hands of the Indians, he remains there to start again - this 5 
time with the assurance that his country will send troops to protect them. Solid, 


ee 


authentic recreation of the country -— and the times. $1.25 
Hughes, Margaret LES LAURIERS SONT COUPES Brentano's 
"The Laurels Are Cut Down" \ 


This is the diary of a volunteer American in France, one of Anne Morgan's 
directors and assistants, frank, feminine, personal - and very readable. Mrs. Hughes 
went to Paris by clipper in April, and after a few weeks doing the rounds (Lelong, 
Creed, the Ritz, Maxim's, etc.) went down to Bellancourt as director of the center 
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there, before long called upon to give shelter and sustenance to the stream of Bel- 
gian refugees precipitated by the invasion. The fall of France, and another center 
at Le Guerinet, where she and a few others stay on = more tired then afraid - and 
after the Armistice continue giving many kinds of aid. Her chapters on the neigh- 
boring prison camp, and her ruses in outwitting the German officers to help out the 
prisoners form some of the nicest in the book. A human, inside story. $1.25 


Merrien, Jean MARINES Brentano's 
"Seascapes" 


Three short stories of the sea, indefinite, idyllic, poetic in cast- with 
a very distinct quality. The first concerns a boy whose hatred of the city, and fear 
of further constriction when he is drafted for the army, makes him run away - to a 
deserted coast where he hides out successfully for many months, and where he meets - 
and falls in love with - a peasant girl. The second is a fragment only - of life in 
port. The third, a romantic interlude on a sailing boat - and its ending. None are 
completely formulated, all have a sense of mood - artistically conveyed. $1.25 


Péladeau, Paul ON DISAIT EN FRANCE Brentano's 
"They Said in France" 


Here is a collection of impressions, those of diplomats, political leaders, 
army men, journalists, novelists, which combine to show "Nobility and pessimisn, 
courage and anxiety, weakness and strength", prior to the country's collapse. Péla- 
deau, a young Canadian, crossed in February, 1940 - and remained until shortly after 
the capitulation. Here are the people, who reserved the right to grumble, to dis- 
cuss, to criticize, who were demoralized by the lack of organization of the country, 
who distrusted the war - its aims - its leadership. Here are its intellectual 
leaders, as the author secured interviews, Girardoux, Maurras, Duhamel, Mauriac, 
Bordeaux, and what they thought. An intelligent and aware compilation of public 


opinion - high and low - which forms a good appraisal of the country before its fall. 
$1.25 


Announcing 


Segur, La Comtesse De LES MALHEURS DE SOPHIE Brentano's 
| "The Misfortunes of Sophy" 


A new edition of that old favorite, the first in a series which Brentano's 
will do. Colored cover design, but not illustrated - at $.60 


Torres, Henry PIERRE LAVAL Brentano's 


* A full-dimensioned portrait of that shrewd, tenacious, stubborn, wily, 
sly politician who is best defined in his own words ~ "I am a man of compromises”. 
Torres, a great lawyer, who knew Laval over a period of years, is well equipped to 
write this damning portrait of the man - and the country which lay in his hands. 

As a boy Laval learned to take the exact measure of men and things; one of the 
early socialists, he gained notoriety through his socialist-anmarchist political 
affiliations, and after his election as a socialist deputy, quickly dropped the 
contacts which brought him into power. As a lawyer, as a person, he was always 

the "political animal" who knew when to veer -— from communism to fascism. And by 
the close, through the coalition of "shady financiers and business men, wirepullers, 
venal journalists, exploiters of corruption", etc., Laval more than any single 

man precipitated the downfall of France. (This book has just appeared in English, 
published by the Oxford University Press. ) $1.50 
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EDITIONS DE LA MAISON FRANCAISE 


Beer, Max LA GUERRE N'A PAS EU LIEU Ed. De La Maison 
"There Was No War" Francaise 


A French commentator analyzes his country, before and after the war - in 
relation to it. The first part deals with "The war they did not want" - that worst 
of all wars. The pacifism of the French - engendered by their recollections of the 
last war; the refusal to face the German threat, from 1933 on; the shibboleth of 
the Maginot line; peace at all costs, a policy fostered by the offices of wealth, 
the embassies, the salons - and not shared by the man in the street. The second part 
appraises the war which was never fought — since French leaders decided to avoid all 
military risks, to allow England to bear the casualty toll, to hope that time would 
wear down Germany and Italy. And today, a country whose byword is that "nothing is 
over" — confused, yet not beaten - since there was no war to lose. An interesting, 


and well founded, interpretation of the collapse of France. $1.50 
Georges-Michel, Michel STAR Ed. De La Maison 
Francaise 


A light, semi-sympathetic novel of a very young and pretty face who is 
financially and romantically exploited. Minouche, 16, is taken in hand by two penni- 
less impressarios - Brago Ikistaw - a Polish opportunist, and Hollywood, a would-be 
actor who decides that a cut on Minouche's career will be more lucrative. Set up 
in style by the two of them, receiving no cash — but much credit, Minouche finally 
runs off - takes a small job as a manicurist ~ and is seduced by the manager of the 
beauty parlor. At the close, sadder, wiser, and pregnant, she leaves for the United 


States with a Hollywood contract. Popular small story. $1.50 
Goffin, Robert : LE NOUVEAU SPHINX Ed. De La Maison 
"The New Sphinx" Francaise 


A sequel to "Le Fusillé de Dunkerque" in which Merchandon, head of the 
Belgian Streté, is faced with the assassination of a Nazi correspondent, Hans Jaeger, 
just prior to the German invasion of Belgium. Political motives are complicated by 
romantic issues, those of Merchandon largely, who falls in love with Jaeger's fiancee, 
Carole, an American foreign correspondent. Carole's tie-up with Jaeger, with another 


nr 


representative of the Gestapo, Merchandon's own conflict ~ official versus personal 

inclinations -— keep this adventure-espionage tale going. $1.50 

Maritain, Jacques LA PENSEE DE SAINT PAUL Ed. De La Maison 
"The Thoughts of St. Paul” Francaise 


The internationally famous theologian analyzes the texts of St. Paul, the 
"most ardent manifestation of evangelical love". In a prefatory introduction to the 
apostle, Maritain shows how St. Paul's works were the first to make Christianity aware 
of the universality, non-sectarianism, of the Gospel. And how St. Paul contributed 
the priority of the interior over the exterior, faith over law, spirit over the letter, 
and became the great disciple of freedom. Maritain has chosen the principal passages 
where these themes, and contributory themes, are expressed. There is a connecting A 


commentary and elucidation. $1.50 
Announc tng 
Mauriac, Francois LES PAGES IMMORTELLES DE PASCAL Ed. De La Maison 
" Francaise 


A selection of extracts from the philosopher's works — with commentary 
and amplification by the novelist. $1.50 
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Maurois, Andre ETUDES LITTERAIRES Ed. De La Maison 
"Literary Studies” Francaise 


The studies include Paul Valery, André Gide, Marcel Proust, Henri 
Bergson, Claudel and Charles Peguy. This is the first of a series at $1.50 


Romains, Jules LES HOMMES DE BONNE VOLONTE Ed. De La Maison 
"Men of Good Will" Francaise 


Volumes XIX and XX in the series - as yet unpublished here. Each $1.75 


Romains, Jules GRACE ENCORE POUR LA TERRE Ed. De La Maison 
"More Grace For The Earth" Francaise 
- A play in three acts, (which was produced in Paris just before the war), 
a parable, allegory, fantasy - what you will, handled with charm and originality and 
humor. The Lord has made a bargain with the Devil - that the earth is to have an 
extension of time until its Day of Judgment. (The Devil had sanctioned the bargain 
believing that men would destroy themselves - and forfeit their reprieve.) Now, in 
1939, the Lord sends St. Patrick down to earth to find out how mankind is getting 
along. How St. Patrick, and the disenchanted angel, Liliel, find a malcontented 
earth - which - with the coming of the war - recognizes the need for change. $1.50 


THESE FRENCH TITLES HAVE ALSO APPEARED IN ENGLISH 
(Check Bulletin for English reports) 


Barres, Philippe CHARLES DE GAULLE Brentano's $1.50 
Doubleday Doran (Page 514) 


Ludwig, Emil LES ALLEMANDS Ed. de la Mz. F.. $2.50 
"The Germans" Little Brown (Page 519) 


Maurois, Andre TRAGEDIE EN FRANCE Ed. de la M. Fe. $1.50 
"Tragedy In France" Harper (Page 510) 


Zweig, Stefan LE BRESIL Ed. de la M. F. $2.50 
"Brazil" Viking (Page 454) 
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BACKGROUND BOOKS ON THE PACIFIC AND THE FAR EAST 


JAPAN UNMASKED, by Hallet Abend (Ives Washburn). April 1941. $3.00 


Abend convincingly shows that world total war may well be decided in the 
Orient. The book is a record of the Japanese in all his relentless cruelty and de- 
termination to remake the East in his own image. A statesmanlike presentation of 
the case against Japan in the form of a human document of the victims, the Chinese. 
He takes us behind the scenes to show how Japan's leaders think and dream and act; 
he shows us Japan in relation to other nations, and especially the U. S. 


WAR.AND DIPLOMACY IN EASTERN ASIA, by Claude A. Buss (Macmillan). June 1941, $5.00 


A scholarly handling of the history of power politics, an intricate pattern 
and a sordid picture, bearing bitter fruit today. Japan and China in relation to each 
other, in relation to major powers, in relation to lesser powers; and each one of the 
powers, from Great Britain to Portugal, not only in their status in eastern Asia, but 
in regard to their standing, one with the other. 


JAPAN OVER ASIA, by Wm. Henry Chamberlain (Little, Brown). New edition, July 1939. 


One of the first constructive analyses of the Far Eastern peril, with new 


material, old material revised, ~ an objective handling of Japan's forward drive. 
$3.50 


VOLCANIC ISLE, by Wilfred Fleisher (Doubleday, Doran). September 1941, $3.00 


A timely presentation of a country intimately known, - first as inheritor 
of his father's paper, the Japan Advertiser, then as correspondent for the Herald- 
Tribune. This is an inquiry into Japan's ambitions, with inside spotlighting. Per- 
sonal experiences, large scale interpretation, good journalese and very readable. 
Does not contribute anything startlingly new. 


THE FIGHT FOR THE PACIFIC, by Mark J. Gayn (Morrow). May 1941. $3.00 


The Pacific shown as the setting for a "bitter and portentous game of 
power politics” — due, he said last Spring, for a showdown this year. England's de- 
bacle of appeasement in the East, Moscow, the mystery factor, the Axis Powers using 
Japan as their catspaw, the U. S. virtually face to face with an aggressor nation. 
An appraisal of the past rather than a projection of the next move. 


ORPHANS OF THE PACIFIC, by Florence Horn (Reynal & Hitchcock). March 1941. $3.50 . 


Observant, realistic appraisal of the Philippines on the eve of their 
"coming of age", with the focus on the political, economic and social problems, the 4 
race problem, and finally the dangers of independence, affording open door to Japan. 4 


THE ARMED FORCES OF THE PACIFIC, by W. D. Puleston (Yale). May 1941, $2.75 


Past, present and possible future set-up of U. S.dealings with Japan, 
with an able comparison of the two countries, their respective aims and purposes. 
He recognizes the dubious value of the information we have on Japan's strength and 
urges vigilance and preparedness. In retrospect it seems slightly too optimistic | 
in. tone, with the gesture towards "every honorable opportunity to avoid hostilities", ! 


BEHIND THE RISING SUN, by James R. Young (Doubleday, Doran). April 1941, $3.00 


A long term scrutiny of Japanese life, government, faith, customs, of 
censorship, of revolution, of spy phobias, as seen from within by a man who served 
13 years of journalism in Japan. Enlightening - though it is not particularly re- 
lated to the whole problem of the Far East. 
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